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Come now, you rich people, weep and walil for the
miseries that are coming to you.
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NRSV Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten. i
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Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be
NRSV evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire.
You have laid up treasure for the last days.

- SFHERGLS  SEMENEEY

© BHNRERMMRETERNE &5911&1Fﬂm/urums@<%j<ff 6:19-21)
© ERMSEIRMLENE Tt PERIEIBIAMETRN—% - BIR24170 58—
- Bl -

- Rl — BAOEBEENES - MEMEEARRHETIER - S 2 ERERIUB
PRI ((EEATIE 217 IREAKE 3:1; HEKRE 1:2; N —B2:18; WA
£ 18).

MEZ

I 2N

— - 4
W:‘mqlsswg.,ﬁ,mqu R e L 1 TP TIIA Tmpnn T R TaRe - v T R N v e 7S D " P— ~ - < e —— e T — e —————




5 5.4
TAAARPINEERR - RPEBERMIR IS > ET8AE
MEZN iEI]SE[IH  EABNEI 2 ANREERA TBEZETHE

A
EW > TABMRPNEHR - MMARRRIOMMANLIE ;
| #ERN BIELNAMMNE ; IWEIEFNNE > SEEISEZE
RNE AT -

Listen! The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields,

NRSV which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries of the |
harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.
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You have lived on the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you

NRSV have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.
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You have condemned and murdered the righteous one,

s oY who does not resist you.
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Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the
Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and
the late rains.
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You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the

avd coming of the Lord is near.
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+ The early Christians’ conviction that the parousia was ‘near’, or

-~ ‘imminent’, meant that they fully believed that it could transpire within a
very short period of time—not that it had to. They, like Jesus, knew
neither ‘the day nor the hour’ (Mark 13:32), but they acted, and taught
others to act, as if their generation could be the last. AlImost twenty
centuries later, we live in exactly the same situation: our own decade
could be the last in human history. And James’ advice to us is the same
as it was to his first-century readers: be patient, establish your hearts!
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Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you
NRSV may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the
doors!
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'+ he likened critical speech to judgment; here he warns that

. criticism of one another places a person in danger of judgment.

This warning is similar to, and may be influenced by, Jesus’ well-
known prohlbltlon ‘Judge not, that you be not judged’ (Matt 7 1) |
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NRSV As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

' Jesus encouraged his disciples to face persecution boldly,
- for so men persecuted the prophets who were before
you’ (Matt. 5:12)
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Indeed we call blessed those who showed endurance.
You have heard of the endurance of Job, and you have

seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is
compassionate and merciful.
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NRSV

I* those who faithfully endure suffering are ‘called blessed’.

~ Similarly, Jesus had bestowed a blessing on those who ‘are persecuted for righteousness’

. sake’ (Matt. 5:10). ‘To be blessed’ is not, of course, the same as being happy (despite the

tendency of modern versions so to translate): ‘happiness’ normally suggests a subjective,

- emotional reaction; ‘blessing’ is the objective, unalterable approval and reward of God.

* For although Job did complain bitterly about God’s treatment of him, he never abandoned

~his faith; in the midst of his incomprehension, he clung to God and continued to hope in
him (cf. Job 1:21; 2:10; 16:19-21; 19: 25—27)
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Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or
by earth or by any other oath, but let your “Yes” be yes
and your “No” be no, so that you may not fall under
condemnation.

~ especially, perhaps, in comparison to the other sins of
~ speech, e.g. grumbling against other people (v. 9), mentioned
in the context.
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Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise.
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'+ Prayer is clearly the topic of this paragraph, being mentioned
. in every verse. James commends it to the individual believer,
In the very different kinds of circumstances that he may face
(vv. 13—14) and to the community as well (v. 16a). And he
encourages such prayer by underscoring the powerful effects
~ of prayer that flow from a righteous heart (vv. 16b—18).

'+ Pray at all times’, Paul commanded (Eph. 6:18; 1 Thess.
5:17)
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Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders
NRSV of the church and have them pray over them, anointing
them with oil in the name of the Lord.
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'+ Athird circumstance in which prayer is to figure prominently is now specifically

- mentioned: iliness. In this case, however, the believer who is ill is not commanded to

 pray, but to summon the elders of the church so that they might pray over him.

* The practice is mentioned only one other time in the New Testament: Mark tells us that

. the twelve ‘cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many that were sick and

. healed them’ (6:13)

* In most of its seventy-eight occurrences, it designates the ‘consecration’ of priests,

~ sanctuary furnishings or the king of Israel. Only three times does it refer to a cosmetic
treatment. Significantly, neither word is used with reference to medicinal purposes in
the Septuagint.
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The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will
NRSV raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will
be forgiven.

* A true prayer of faith, then, always includes within it a tacit

~acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty in all matters; that it is God’s
will that must be done. And it is clear that it is by ho means always
God’s will to heal those who are ill (cf. 2 Cor. 12:7-9)
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Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for
NRSV one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the |
righteous is powerful and effective.

+ As a consequence (oun) of the promise that God responds to prayer
f (vv. 14—15a) and forgives sin (v. 15b), believers should be committed
to confessing their sins to one another and praying for one another.
Mutual confession of sins, which James encourages as a habitual
practice (this is suggested by the present tense of the imperative), is

greatly benef|C|aI to the spmtual V|taI|ty of a church
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Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently '
NRSV that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it
did not rain on the earth.
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+ As an example of a righteous man whose prayers had great effect

~James cites Elijah.

~ The situation James describes is recorded in 1 Kings 17—18. The

. drought was proclaimed by God through Elijah as a means of
punishing Ahab and Israel for their idolatry. Although the Old
Testament does not state that Elijah prayed for the drought, 1 Kings
18:42 does picture him praying for the drought to end, and it is a
Iegltlmate inference to think that he prayed for its onset also.
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Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the
NRSV . .
earth yielded its harvest.
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My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders
from the truth and is brought back by another,

ST 2N

NRSV

+ For a last time James addresses his brethren. He has
spoken to them in his letter about many problems: sinful
speech, disobedience, unconcern about others, worldliness,
quarrelling, arrogance. Now he encourages every believer to
take the initiative in bringing any who have ‘wandered from
the truth’ in any of these ways back into fellowship with God

and the Communlty
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you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from
NRSV wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will
cover a multitude of sins.
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* The notion that our efforts to bring others to repentance will bring

' benefit to our own spiritual standing is certainly biblical. The Lord
promises Ezekiel that he ‘will save his life’ if he is faithful in
warning his people of their danger of judgment (Ezek. 3:21); and
Paul tells Timothy that he will ‘save both himself and his hearers’
iIf he takes heed to himself and his teaching (1 Tim. 4:16)
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